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Providing sexual entertainment to the public using prostitutes (Ganika) was an activity not only
strictly controlled by the State but also one which was, for the most part, carried on by state-owned
establishments. Women who lived by their beauty (Rupajiva>) could entertain men as independent
practitioners ..... The emphasis in the Arthasastra is on collection of revenue. The state enabled the
setting up of establishments with lumpsum grants of 1000 panas to the head courtesan and 500 panas
to her deputy, presumably to enable them to buy jewellery, furnishings, musical instruments and other
tools of their trade. The madam ..... had to render all accounts and it was the duty of the Chief
Controller of Entertainment to ensure that the net income was not reduced by her extravagance.
Independent prostitutes ..... who were not required to produce detailed accounts, had to pay a tax of
one-sixth of thier income. In times of financial distress both groups had to produce extra revenue with
the independent having to pay half their earnings as tax.
[Kautilya, The Arthasastra, ed. LN Rangarajan,
Penguin Books, New Delhi, 1992, p.63]
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